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PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have 
no effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a 
patent in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an 
international application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application 
generally has the same effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The 
PCT process simplifies the filing of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but 
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additional documents and fees in countries where patent protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must 
make an application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many 
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guidance from specific foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 
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patent application serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains 
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800-786-9199, or it can be viewed on the USPTO website at 
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enforcement issues, applicants may call the U.S. Government hotline at 1 -866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158). 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
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subject matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to 
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No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
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under 37 CFR 5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the 
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